
 

Revised 02/15 

AURELIUS TOWNSHIP 
 

 PEDDLERS, SOLICITORS, TRANSIENT MERCHANT, AND VENDING APPLICATION 
 

                
 

NAME DATE DATE OF BIRTH 

ADDRESS (LOCAL AND LEGAL) 

DRIVER'S LICENSE NO. PHONE NUMBER (HOME AND WORK) 

APPLICANT'S SEX      M       F  APPLICANT'S  HT, WT, HAIR COLOR 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF BUSINESS AND GOODS TO BE SOLD: 

  

  

NAME OF EMPLOYER                                                                         ADDRESS                                   PHONE             

LENGTH OF TIME WISHING TO DO BUSINESS:                 BEG DATE                                END DATE 

VEHICLE:     MAKE                    COLOR                 LICENSE NO.                        ST OF REGISTRATION 

(APPLICANT MUST PROVIDE PROOF OF INSURANCE TO TOWNSHIP) 

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN CONVICTED OF A CRIME (CIRCLE ONE.) YES NO 

IF YES, EXPLAIN   

LIST NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF 3 LOCAL REFERENCES   

1.  NAME ADDRESS PHONE 

2.  NAME ADDRESS PHONE 

3.  NAME ADDRESS PHONE 

HAVE YOU EVER RECEIVED A SIMILAR LICENSE FROM ANY OTHER 
MUNICIPALITY? (CIRCLE ONE.) YES NO 

IF YES, WHAT MUNICIPALITY:                                   WAS IT REVOKED:       YES NO 

IF YES, EXPLAIN:        

 
SIGNATURE BELOW SIGNIFIES APPLICANT HAS READ AND UNDERSTANDS THE REGULATONS CONTAINED WITHIN THE ORDINANCE FOR 
PEDDLERS, SOLICITORS, TRANSIENT MERCHANTS AND VENDORS. 
 

SIGNATURE: DATE: 

APPROVAL: 
               

SIGNATURE: DATE: 
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AURELIUS TOWNSHIP 

INGHAM COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

 

PEDDLERS, SOLICITORS, TRANSIENT MERCHANT 

AND VENDING REGULATION ORDINANCE 

 

ORDINANCE  NO.  39.10 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO BE ADDED TO THE AURELIUS 

TOWNSHIP CODE OF ORDINANCES TO PROTECT THE 

WELFARE AND SAFETY OF THE TOWNSHIP CITIZENS BY 

REQUIRING CERTAIN PEDDLERS, SOLICITORS AND 

TRANSIENT MERCHANTS TO PROVIDE RELEVANT DATA 

AND TO OBTAIN A LICENSE FOR SUCH ACTIVITIES; TO 

DEFINE TERMS AND PROVIDE EXCEPTIONS; TO SET FORTH 

AND IDENTIFY INFORMATION TO BE SUPPLIED WHEN 

APPLYING FOR LICENSURE; TO REQUIRE DISPLAY OF SUCH 

LICENSE AND TO DEFINE PROHIBITED CONDUCT, HOURS 

OF OPERATION; AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

ENFORCEMENT OF THE ORDINANCE AND SUSPENSION 

AND REVOCATION OF A LICENSE ISSUED HEREUNDER; TO 

PROVIDE FOR APPEALS, INDEMNIFICATION AND 

PENALTIES; AND TO PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE DATE 

HEREOF. 

 

THE TOWNSHIP OF AURELIUS, INGHAM COUNTY, MICHIGAN ORDAINS: 

 

 SECTION I.  TITLE.  This Ordinance shall be known as the “Aurelius Township 

Peddlers, Solicitors, Transient Merchant and Vending Regulation Ordinance”. 

 

 SECTION II.  PURPOSE.  The purpose of this Ordinance shall be: 

 

 A. To secure and protect the general welfare and safety of the citizens and other 

persons within the Township of Aurelius; 

 

 B. To require solicitors and peddlers to obtain a license to solicit, peddle or vend 

within the Township of Aurelius; 

 

 C. To establish an application process and fee for the issuance of a peddler’s, 

vendor’s or solicitor’s license; 

 

 D. To set forth the information that must be supplied to the Township before a 

peddler’s, solicitor’s or vendor’s license may be granted; 

 

 E. To set forth the exemptions from this Ordinance; 
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 F. To provide for penalties upon violation of the provisions of this Ordinance. 

 

 SECTION III.  DEFINITIONS. 

 

 A. “Peddler” shall mean any person traveling by any means from place to place, 

from house to house, street to street, or remaining stationary in any place, carrying, conveying 

or transporting goods, wares, merchandise, meats, fish, vegetables, fruits or ice cream, flyers or 

other reading material, offering or exposing the same for sale, gift or information.  The word 

“peddler” shall include the words “hawker” and “huxter.” 

 

 B. “Person” shall mean an individual, business, firm, corporation, partnership or 

other organization or entity. 

 

 C. “Solicitor” shall mean any person traveling by any means from place to place, 

house to house, street to street, or remaining stationary in any place, taking or attempting to 

take orders for the sale or gift of goods, wares, merchandise, meats, fish, vegetables, fruits, ice 

cream, flyers or other reading material, offering or exposing the same for sale, gift or 

information for future delivery or for services to be furnished or performed in the future, or 

requesting money donations.  The word “solicitor” shall include the word “canvasser.”   

 

 D. “Transient Merchant” shall mean any person, firm or corporation, whether 

owner, agent, consignee or employee, or whether a resident within the Township limits or 

outside said limits, that engages in any temporary business of selling and/or delivering goods, 

wares or services, or who conducts meetings open to the general public for franchises, 

distributorships, contracts where other business opportunities are offered to participants, or one 

who sells, offers or exhibits for sale any goods, wares or services out of motor vehicles or 

temporary structures, or stands located on street/road corners, parking lots, lawns or other 

devices and locations.  The foregoing notwithstanding, however, a transient merchant for 

purposes of this section shall not include persons, firms or corporations who shall occupy any 

of such places for the purpose of conducting a permanent business therein or thereon.  

However, no person, firm or corporation shall be relieved from the licensure provisions of this 

Ordinance by reason of temporary association with any such local property owner, trader, 

merchant or auctioneer, or by conducting such temporary transient business in connection with 

or as part of or in the name of a local business owner or operator. 

 

 E. “Vending” shall mean the act of engaging citizens of Aurelius Township as a 

peddler or solicitor, not including the act of offering merchandise for wholesale to retailers or 

for resale to manufacturers for use in their processes, and also not including regular route 

delivery persons delivering products. 

 

 F. “Vendor” shall mean any person engaged in the act of vending.  For purposes of 

this Ordinance, the terms “canvasser,” “drummer,” “hawker,” “huxter,” “itinerant merchant,” 

“itinerant vendor,” “peddler,” “solicitor” and “transient merchant” shall be included as persons 

defined as “vendors.” 
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 SECTION IV.  LICENSE REQUIRED.  It shall be unlawful for any vendor, solicitor, 

transient merchant or peddler to engage in such business within the Township of Aurelius 

without first obtaining a license in compliance with this Ordinance. 

 

 SECTION V.  EXEMPTIONS. 

 

 A. Persons engaged in soliciting, peddling or vending under the direct supervision 

of any school or recognized charity or non-profit organization may be exempt from one or more 

of the provisions of this Ordinance upon application to the Township Board. 

 

 B. Persons engaged in canvassing and distributing printed material or obtaining 

signatures for political candidates, ballot issues or other political issues, or for religious 

solicitation or distribution of printed material, shall be exempt from the licensing requirements 

of this Ordinance, but shall be subject to the other provisions herein. 

 

 C. No vending license shall be required to sell fruit or vegetable produce on the 

same property on which it was grown. 

 

 D. No vending license shall be required for regular route delivery persons, not 

including ice cream peddlers and similar vendors. 

 

 E. No vending license shall be required for any garage sales by owners of the 

property thereon, or any auction sales on property owner by the resident and involving the sale 

of the property of said owner. 

 

 SECTION VI.  APPLICATION PROCESS. 

 

 A. Except as provided in Section V, no person shall vend within the Township 

without first obtaining a license therefor.  An application for such license shall be made to the 

Township Clerk.  In the event an application is made by an organization, business, firm, 

corporation, partnership or other entity, an application must be made for each agent or 

employee who will be engaging in active vending.  The application shall be made on the form 

supplied by the Township Clerk, and the applicant shall supply all the information listed on the 

application before the application will be processed.  The application filed with the Clerk shall 

be a sworn application and include, at a minimum, the following information: 

 

  1. The name and a description of the applicant; 

 

  2. The applicant’s address, legal and local; 

 

  3. The applicant’s date of birth, driver’s license number, and home and 

work telephone numbers; 
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  4. A brief description of the nature of the business and the goods to be 

offered; 

 

  5. If the applicant is employed, the name and address of the employer, 

together with credentials establishing the exact relationship; 

 

  6. The length of time for which the right to do business is desired; 

 

  7. If a vehicle is to be used, a description of the vehicle, together with the 

license number and state of registration.   

 

  8. Proof of insurance for all vehicles to be used in the vending operations of 

the applicant; 

 

  9. Two (2) photographs of the applicant taken within sixty (60) days 

immediately prior to the date of the filing of the application, which are 2 inches by 2 inches in 

size and depict the head and shoulders of the applicant; 

 

  10. Fingerprints of the applicant; 

 

  11. A statement as to whether the applicant has been convicted of any crime 

or violation of any municipal ordinance and the nature of the offense; 

 

  12. The names, addresses and telephone numbers of three (3) local 

references.  If the applicant has never lived or done business within the Township, then 

references from where the applicant lives or has done business may be used; 

 

  13. A statement as to whether the applicant has ever received a similar 

license from any other Michigan municipal authority and whether said license was revoked for 

any cause whatsoever.  If so, the name of the municipality and the circumstances of the 

revocation, if any, are required; 

 

  14. The signature of the applicant acknowledging his or her understanding of 

the regulations contained within this Ordinance and acknowledging that failure by the 

applicant to comply with any of these regulations may result in revocation of the license. 

 

  15. As to transient merchants, the application shall identify all locations 

where vending is proposed to take place, and shall demonstrate that each such location shall 

not cause a hazard to vehicular traffic and that adequate off-street parking is available. 

 

 B. At the time the application is filed, an application fee shall be paid to cover the 

cost of processing the application and conducting an investigation.  If the application is 

approved, an additional fee for the licensing period approved shall be collected by the Clerk.  

The foregoing fees shall be determined by the Township Board and modified at the discretion of 

the Board from time to time. 



5 

 

 C. Upon receipt of an application for a vending license, the Township Clerk shall 

cause an investigation of the applicant to be made, which is intended to ensure the protection of 

the public health, safety and welfare of the Township citizens.  The investigation of the 

applicant shall at a minimum include the following: 

 

  1. Verification of the applicant’s identification, driving record and criminal 

history by local law enforcement; 

 

  2. Contact with the references listed on the application for background 

information regarding the applicant; 

 

  3. The Township Clerk may contact any other source deemed necessary to 

determine the applicant’s business responsibility and/or criminal history. 

  

 SECTION VII.  ISSUANCE OF LICENSE. 

 

 If the result of the Clerk’s investigation of the applicant is satisfactory and payment of 

the prescribed license fee has been made, the Clerk shall issue to the applicant a vendor’s 

license, which shall contain the signature of the Clerk and show the name, type of license issued 

and date of issue and expiration.  If the result of the investigation is that the applicant’s business 

history and/or criminal history are unsatisfactory, the Clerk shall issue the applicant a Notice of 

Denial, stating the specific reason for denial, and including notice of the right to appeal 

pursuant to Section XI(D) of this Ordinance.  The Notice shall be in writing and served by 

certified mail, return receipt requested, postage prepaid, to the address on the application. 

 

 SECTION VIII.  DISPLAY OF LICENSE. 

  

 A. A licensee shall carry his or her license at all times when engaged in the activity 

for which the license is granted; 

 

 B. A licensee shall exhibit his or her license at the request of any properly identified 

public authority or by any person with whom the licensee is dealing in connection with the 

license activities; 

 

 C. A licensee shall not loan, sell, give or assign to any other person, or allow any 

other person to use or display, any license which has been issued to the licensee; 

 

 D. No person shall display an expired license, a license for which a duplicate has 

been issued, a license which has been suspended or revoked, or a license which was approved 

and issued for another person; 

 

 SECTION IX.  PROHIBITED CONDUCT. 

 

 The following acts or activities shall be prohibited: 
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 A. No peddler, solicitor or vendor shall enter upon or call upon a place of residence 

or business within the Township after having been expressly notified by the occupant that no 

solicitation is desired, or where the owner or occupant has displayed a “no soliciting,” “no 

peddlers,” “no solicitors,” “no salespersons,” “no trespassing” or similar sign or containing 

words of similar meaning on the premises; 

 

 B. No peddler, solicitor or vendor shall threaten or annoy any resident of the 

Township in the course of their solicitation, peddling or vending, or in any way engage in 

conduct which is or would tend to create a nuisance; 

 

 C. No peddler, solicitor or vendor shall engage in business without carrying the 

license issued under the terms of this Ordinance; 

 

 D. No peddler, solicitor or vendor shall conduct any business within any Township 

park or upon any property owned or controlled by the Township without specific approval of 

the Township Board separate from this license; 

 

 E. No peddler, solicitor or vendor shall obstruct any street, alley, sidewalk, 

driveway or other place. 

 

 F. No person shall write upon, alter, amend, modify or change a license, except as 

authorized by the Clerk. 

 

 SECTION X.  HOURS OF OPERATION. 

 

 Peddling, soliciting or vending may take place within the Township only between 9:00 

a.m. and 8:00 p.m. 

 

 SECTION XI.  ENFORCEMENT, SUSPENSION, REVOCATION, APPEAL. 

 

 A. Enforcement.  It shall be the responsibility of the Township Board, or its 

designee, or local law enforcement personnel to enforce the terms of this Ordinance, together 

with the authority to issue cease and desist orders immediately upon evidence that a vending 

activity is being conducted within the Township prior to the issuance of a license, or are 

occurring in violation of any of the terms of this Ordinance. 

 

 B. Suspension.  A license issued pursuant to this Ordinance may be suspended by 

the Clerk and subsequently revoked by the Township Board, upon notice and a hearing, for any 

of the following causes: 

 

  1. Fraud – misrepresentation or a false statement contained in the 

application for license; 

 

  2. Fraud – misrepresentation or false statement made in the course of 

carrying on the business of peddler, solicitor or vendor; 
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  3. Any violation of this Ordinance or any other Ordinance of the Township; 

 

  4. Conducting the business of a peddler, solicitor, vendor in such a manner 

as to constitute a breach of the peace or a menace to the health, safety or general welfare of the 

public or in violation of any duly issued court order. 

 

 C. Revocation.  Upon suspension, the licensee shall be provided with notice of a 

revocation hearing, which shall be given in writing, setting forth specifically the grounds of the 

complaint and the time and place of the hearing.  The notice shall be mailed to the licensee by 

registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, postage prepaid, at his or her last known 

address or personally delivered to the licensee at least five (5) days prior to the date set for the 

hearing.  Subsequent to the hearing, the Township Board may continue the suspension, revoke 

or reinstate the license.  The action taken by the Township Board shall be final, and any licensee 

whose license has been revoked shall not be eligible to apply for a new license for a period of 

one (1) year after such revocation. 

 

 D. Appeal of Denial of License.  Any person aggrieved by the Township’s denial of 

an application for licensure may appeal to the Township Board within fourteen (14) days after 

the mailing of the notice of license denial.  The appeal shall contain a written statement setting 

forth the grounds for the appeal and, upon receipt, the Township Board shall conduct a hearing 

in the same manner as provided in paragraph C of this section.  The decision and order of the 

Township Board upon such hearing shall be final and conclusive. 

 

 SECTION XII.  INDEMNIFICATION. 

 

 Application for a license under this Ordinance shall be deemed an agreement by the 

applicant to observe all pertinent ordinances and regulations of the Township and defend, 

indemnify and save harmless the Township from all damages, costs or actions at law that may 

arise or may be brought on account of injury to persons or property resulting from the licensee’s 

activities. 

 

 SECTION XIII.  PENALTIES. 

 

 Any person violating any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be guilty of a 

misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of not to exceed One Hundred and no/100 Dollars ($100.00), 

or by imprisonment in the County Jail for not to exceed ninety (90) days, or both, in the 

discretion of the Court; OR 

 

 Violation of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be a municipal civil infraction. 

 

 SECTION XIV.  SEVERABILITY. 

 

 It is the legislative intent of the Township Board adopting this Ordinance that all 

provisions herein shall be liberally construed to protect the public health, safety and general 

welfare of the inhabitants of the Township and all other persons affected by this Ordinance.  
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Consequently, should any provision of this Ordinance be held to be unconstitutional, invalid or 

of no effect, such holding shall not be construed as affecting the validity of any of the remaining 

provisions of this Ordinance, it being the intent of the Township Board that this Ordinance shall 

stand and remain in effect, notwithstanding the invalidity of any provision hereof. 

 

 SECTION XV.  EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

 This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon publication as provided by law. 

 

First Reading:    _________________________ 

First Publication:   _________________________ 

Second Reading:   _________________________ 

Second Publication:   _________________________ 

Effective Date:    _________________________ 

 

 

       AURELIUS TOWNSHIP 

 

 

      By: __________________________ 

       Larry Silsby, Supervisor 

 

      By: __________________________ 

       Shelly R. Heaviland, Clerk 

 

 I, Shelly R. Heaviland, Clerk of the Township of Aurelius, hereby certify that the 

foregoing Ordinance was adopted on the 12 day of May, 2009 and published on the 24 day of  

May, 2009. 

 

       __________________________ 

       Shelly R. Heaviland, Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


